His Entry into Politics
in the Rotunda, Dublin, in the afternoon of March 9, 1874,
under the chairmanship of the O'Gorman Mahon, an old
soldier of fortune who took to politics when duelling went
out of fashion, and was destined a few years later, by the
malignancy of fate, to introduce his friend, Captain O'Shea,
to the young man now standing, trembling and white-lipped,
by his side* Although the hour was early, a large crowd,
drawn by the knowledge that he was one of the Parnells,
had assembled to hear him, and the platform was occupied
by men long seasoned in Nationalist politics* Honest John
Martin, who had testified to the trustworthiness of his family,
Isaac Butt, A* M* Sullivan, Mitchell Henry, and Richard
O'Shaughnessy, names that are now rarely remembered, but
belonging to men of high reputation in their time, came to
listen to the squire of Avondale making his adoption speech*
Mr* Sullivan proposed the resolution that Mr* Parnell should
be their candidate, and while he was speaking the candidate
came into the hall* He was unknown to nearly every person
in the hall, but a singular enthusiasm took hold of the audience,
and even before they were certain that this was indeed the
candidate, they were on their feet cheering him* Parnell
never enjoyed public meetings* To the end of his life he
shrank from them, and suffered agonies of nervousness while
he was speechifying* He would clench his hands behind his
back so tightly that his nails would lacerate his palms, and
would leave the platform in a state of exhaustion* On this
afternoon in March his nerves overpowered him* When
he was called upon to speak, he rose amidst a cheering crowd
which liked his good looks and remembered his honourable
ancestors* He advanced to the front of the platform, and the
expectant crowd ceased to cheer and prepared to listen* He
opened his parched lips, and with difficulty said, " Gentlemen,
I am a candidate for the representation of the county of
Dublin 1 * * *" Then he became silent* He tried again,
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